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Astronomers using ESO's Very Large Telescope have discovered by far the brightest galaxy yet found in the early

Universe and found strong that of the first of stars lurk within it. These massive,
brilliant, and previously purely theoretical objects were the creators of the first heavy elements in history — the
elements necessary to forge the stars around us today, the planets that orbit them, and life as we know it. The
newly found galaxy, labelled CR7, is three times brighter than the brightest distant galaxy known up to now.

Astronomers have long thecrised the existence of a frst generation of stars — known as Populat stars — that were
bom out of the primordial materal from the Big Bang [1). Al the heavier chamical glements — such 2s axygen, nitogen
carbon and ircn, which are essential 1o life — were forged in the belies f stars, This means that the first stars must have
formed out of the only elements to exist orior to stars: hydrogen. helium and frace amounts of ithium.

https://www.eso.org/public/news/eso1524/
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